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DEAR | SLAND FRI ENDS!'!

NEWS FROM THE PRESI DENT

The surmmer of 1995 looks like it could
be a busy tine. Currently, we have 2
work projects planned for the summrer.

1. The first one is planned for
Memori al Day weekend. The project
invol ves placenent of cement crosses on
unmar ked grave sites on North Manitou
Island. May 26-—29.

2. The second project is planned for
June 12-17. The project involves
erecting a woven—wire fence around
three sides of the cenetery on South
Mani tou. This would finish the cenetery
fence.

Vol unteers for these projects are
needed, and all help will be
appreciated. Further information is
included in this Newsletter.

Thank you.

Si ncerely,

Paul Rochel eau
Presi dent

If you are interested in volunteering
with these projects, or would |ike

further information, please contact
Kat hy Bietau at 317 N. Lavinia St.
Ludi ngton, M 49431 or (616) 843-8108.

We're | ooking forward to an exciting
and anbi tious sumer!!!

WHERE ARE THESE MEMBERS??

I f anyone knows the where-abouts of the
foll owi ng Menbers, please contact Kathy
Bi et au:

Ms. Trudy Bergsten
Gary & Theresa WIson
John & Judi Anderson
Paul & Karrie Johnston
Avi s Hanson

Li nda Mur phy

We have been unable to deliver
Newsl etters to these Menbers. Thanks!!!

NEWS FROM SLEEPI NG BEAR DUNES
NATI ONAL LAKESHORE

The Architectural /Engineering firm
Qui nn—Evans, from Ann Arbor continues
to research the South Manitou Island
Li ght house for the Hi storic Structures
Report they are providing to the
Nati onal Park Service. Qui nn—Evans
plans to be back on the island in the
late spring to continue collecting
field data.

Brenda W lliams is continuing her
research on the South Manitou Island
Agricultural District and hopes to have
a draft report to the park in |ate
spring. A number of SMI Memori al
Soci ety menmbers have provi ded Brenda
with information concerning the report,
and the park thanks the Society for
their help.

The park has agreed to restore
fencelines in both the North and South
Manitou Island cemeteries, with the
hel p of the SM Menorial Society.
Materials for the operation has been
purchased by the SM Menorial Society,
and will be stored and transported to
the islands in the spring via the park
boat. Two vol unteer groups, the Sierra
C ub and the Muskegon Hi king O ub, have
agreed to donate their time to help
work on these projects this sumer.

The material s purchased are cedar posts
and scroll yard fencing for South
Mani tou | sl and, and barbed wire for
North Manitou Island.

H STORI C AGRI CULTURAL LANDSCAPES
RESEARCH PRQJECT

A research project focusing on the
historic agricultural |andscapes of
South Manitou Island is currently being
conduct ed by nenbers of the Departnment
of Landscape Architecture at the
Uni versity of W sconsin-Madi son. The
project is being sponsored by the
M dwest Regional O fice of the National
Park Service, located in Omaha,
Nebraska. Professors Arnold Al anen and
Wl liam Tishler, along with graduate
student Brenda WIIians, began work on
the project in May of 1994. They spent
the summer gathering information about
the island's farns and agricul tural
activities.

I nventories were conducted at the
historic farmsites, and plan draw ngs
that include the | ocations of buildings
and donestic plants are being prepared.
H storical research for the project has
involved reviewi ng primary sources,
including Homestead Applications,
Federal Popul ati on Census Manuscripts,
Federal Agricultural Census
Manuscri pts, documents in the Betty
Kranmer Collection, which was prepared
by Sylvia Kruger and is located in the
Leel anau Historical Museum, and
secondary sources, including books that
have been written about the island's
history — e.g., G enn Furst, Myron
Vent, Charles Anderson, an unpublished
manuscri pt prepared by Park Ranger,
Linda Henry. In addition, interviews
with previous residents of the island
have been conducted to gain information
regarding life on the island farns. M.

W lliams was able to attend the
Menorial Society's reunion |ast sumrer,
and net several "islanders," many of

whom have been hel pful
proj ect.

t hroughout the

The Homestead Applications are of
particular interest, since fourteen of
the island's farnms were originally
acquired via the Homestead Act (the
first claimwas made in 1863 by George
Johanne Hutzler). The docunments that
were filed for these clains include
"proofs" that contain detailed
information about the farms, |isting of

The information is now being organi zed
into a report that documents and
evaluates the historic agricultural
sites on the island. The project is
schedul ed for conpletion in August of
this year. We would like to thank the
nenbers of the South Manitou Menori al
Soci ety for their cooperation and
assistance with this project.

subm tted by Brenda WIlians

SCHOOL DAYS, SCHOOL DAYS ...

Spring is in the air, and the w ndows
are being opened once again ... closets
are being cleaned, basements swept,
boxes opened and nmenories rekindl ed.
Any surprises? How about the report
cards you or your grandparent received
fromyour favorite teacher at the
school house on South Manitou Island? O
the reprinmand for being too "social"?
Or the grade for decorun? Maybe you
still have a slate, school books, or
the strap used to carry them How about
your uncle's lunch pail?

be interested to know
is underway to regear
the school house, and if any of you have
artifacts or stories of interesting
events, you are cordially invited to
share them It's inportant to note here
that the artifacts (report cards, |unch
pails, etc.) can still belong to you if
you choose to display them at the
school house when it's ready for show
You' re not being asked to donate these
items. Too, they will be on display,
rather than warehoused, with any
interesting infornmation you'd like to
share. In addition, historic photos are
bei ng sought that show the interior or
exterior of the structure as well as
any construction changes, school
groups, any outbuildings, and any of
the teachers which were unforgettable.

If you do, you'll
that an effort

This project is a joint effort by Kim
Mann and the Menorial Society. Kim for
those who don't know her, is the

Hi storic Architect with the Sleeping
Bear Dunes N. L. and a dynanmi c advocate
of the cultural resources of the
i sl and.

"l REMEMBER WHEN ..."

MEMORI AL SOCI ETY
BOARD COF DI RECTCRS

At the Annual Business Meeting,

schedul ed for Saturday July 29, the
O ficers for the Menorial Society are
up for re—election. Paul Rochel eau,
President, and Margaret Braden, Vice-
President, have graciously offered to
serve another termin their present
positions. However, both Sandra Bl ack

and Zella Mrris have requested to step
down fromtheir positions as Treasurer
and Secretary.

Pl ease consi der volunteering for any of
the Boar d positions! Especially
Treasurer and Secretary!

Pl ease contact Paul Rochel eau at 5437
S. Crawford Rd. M. Pleasant, M 48858
if you are interested in any of the

Board positions. We will report the
nomi nations slate in the July
Newsl etter. THANKS! !'!!

| SLAND QUTI NG
We will be nmeking the 3rd Annual trek

to South Manitou Island this sumer -
July 30, 1995 — Sunday — The day after
the reunion and neeting.

Pl ease contact Kathy Bietau at 317 N.
Lavinia St. Ludington, M 49431 or
(616) 843-8108 for reservations. The
schedule will be simlar to |ast year.
This year we'll make a special stop at
the School house to discuss the
Society's role in rehabilitation
efforts.

Cone join the fun!!!!
Further details in July's Newsletter.

Each fencing type represents the
historical materials associated with
each cemetery. The Sierra Club will
begin work on the North Manitou
cemetery during the Memorial Day
Weekend, and the Muskegon Hi king Club
wi |l be working on South Manitou Island
June 12-17th.

The new island district ranger arrived
last October. Chris Johnson arrived
from Bi ghorn Canyon National Recreation
Area, Montana. Chris, wife Barb, and
their sons Corey and Tim are |ooking
forward to spending tinme this summer on
both North and South Manitou Islands.
Chris states that staffing nunbers on
the islands will be the same as | ast
year. Chris is looking forward to
working on the island and neeting nore
of the SM Menorial Society nenbers.

Ki m Mann
Sl eepi ng Bear Dunes N. L.

NEW CEMETERY FENCE

Mark your cal endars! If you like to
sweat and work hard, have we got a job
for you. On June 12-17, you are
cordially invited to dig posts, string
fencing, staple same, and do it again
and again and A vol unteer group
consi sting of Miuskegon and Grand Haven
GTE empl oyees have graciously

volunteered to help construct the
remai ning fencing needed at the
cemetery on South Manitou Island.

Fenci ng which resenbles the original
style was found in Chicago; it has been
ordered and is to be delivered this
spring. In addition, cedar posts will
be used for authenticity as well as
aesthetics. When completed, the
cenetery will look like it did at the
turn of the century. All help is
wel come and encouraged. |f you have any
post hol e diggers, bring them al ong and
they' Il be put to use. Seriously, it'll
be a fun day of camaraderie and a sense
of community service.

A feel -good thing ... try it! Thanks!!

Mar gar et Braden

Vi ce- Presi dent

bui |l di ngs, the number of acres of
cultivated | and, the number of fruit
trees planted, and other inprovenents.

The Agricul tural Census Manuscripts for
1870 and 1880 al so provide detailed
informati on about the island s farnms,
including quantities and types of
livestock on each farm acres planted
and bushel s produced of particular
crops (including oats, Indian corn,

rye, barley, wheat, and potatoes), and
the nunber of fruit trees on each farm
For example, the 1870 census of

agriculture for Manitou County, which
included South Manitou Island, North
Mani tou |sland, and the Fox islands,
lists twelve farmers. OF the twelve,

nine were South Manitou residents.

Seven of these obtained their |and
through the honestead process. In 1870,
there were 173 acres of inproved |and

on the island's farns; 123 acres were
on property originally acquired through
the honestead process. There were six
horses on the island in 1870; all owned
by George Hutzler, while two nules were
owned by Wlliam Smth. The island's
farmers had a total of 30 mlk cows, 57
other cattle, 12 working oxen, and 25
swi ne. Crop production by island farns
in the year 1869 included: 64 bushels
of spring wheat, 361 bushels of rye,
320 bushels of Indian corn, 193 bushels
of oats, and 1,950 bushels of Irish
potatoes. In addition, 1,520 pounds of
butter were nade on the island in 1869.

The project research has uncovered a
nunber of interesting documents. The
State of M chigan Board of Agriculture
Annual Reports from 1918 through 1924
make references to the island's
cooperative efforts in growi ng of Rosen
Rye seed. Also, Frank Spragg's
experinent registers were found at the
M chigan State University Archives;

they include references to "South
Manitou |sland Rye" and to "Hutzler
Rosen." These, along with several

Agricultural Extension Bulletins,

mention the island as an ideal |ocation
for the growing of Rosen Rye, and
various other references to the

importance of this crop are helping to

build an understanding of the
significance of the island farns.
Your items, artifacts, pictures, etc.

whi ch you might consider for use can be
handl ed in several ways: They can be
reinstalled in the school house as a
loan to the National Park Service, they
can be donated to the Park if you
choose, or they can be donated to the
Menorial Society and then exhi bited.

This is an opportune tine for those of
us who have wanted to share what we
know would be useful to an
under standi ng of the island famlies
and their daily life, but have been
hesitant in the past. \Wile breathing
in the fresh spring air, think of the
renovat ed—t o—be school house and what we
as Society nembers can do to augnent
the public's understanding of a unique
way of life that we were fortunate to
have experienced. Please contact
Mar garet Braden, 916 Gl astonbury
Circle, Traverse City, M 49686 (616—
933-0227) with any questions you m ght
have. Thanks!

subnmitted by Margaret Braden

| SLAND RECCOLLECTI ONS
by Theron Haas

I't must have been sonetine in 1936 when Bill

on the Island. They brought
home. My Mother nursed himuntil

took himup to den Arbor. |

he passed away in the fall, |

Haas becare too ill

to stay

hi mover to Frankfort and put himup in our

think. Ve

renenber that old dock that stood there. It

was a big thing with a warehouse and the remains of the railroad that

once went out on it. It

mai | boat was rigged like a pal mnet boat with a small
They | oaded Bill

i sland. About half way across we ran out of gas.

an open deck aft.

spare cans aboard. Why he didn't

knows. The engine refused to start.

had these long sloping |oading ranps.

| et them down before we |eft

The

cabin forward and

onto the boat and we started for the

The operator had sone

nobody

The operator knew ny dad was an auto

nmechani ¢ so he asked himto help start the engine. They nmust have | oaded

Bill's casket right

the cabin and craw back under the deck to reach the engine.

started and away we went.

that no way in the world were we going back on that boat.

coul d see daylight

bet ween some of the planks.

over the engine hatch as ny Dad had to get down in

He got it

After we reached the island ny Dad told ne

He said he

He could snell raw

gasoline and the flame arrestor on the carburator was mssing. W stayed

a coupl e of extra days and got a ride back with the Coast Quard.

One afternoon ny Dad, Harrison and nyself got

nodel and started for the point.

and m ssing. W passed a field in which a nunber of old Model
M/ Dad had Uncle Henry stop. My Dad got out and started

scroungi ng around anmong those cars.

abandoned there.
distributor cap and rotor
Henry's car. The notor

pl eased as punch.

Rut h, Harrison,

| started to follow Harrison upstairs.

saw a 22 caliber rifle leaning in the corner. |

how 10 year ol d boys are,

| oaded, with a round in the chanber.

trigger. It went off.

Harrison because he was right
wai ted for a reaction.
steps. Later on |
Nei ther did ny Dad when |
Then |
snel ling of powder snoke and |

they finally believed ne.

bawl ed out or yelled at or nothing.

could figure that out?

Thi s
Mot her. M.

is about

The notor acted just terrible,

He found one with an al nost
whi ch he exchanged for

then ran like a clock ...

ny folks and nyself were all

and made the follow ng discoveries.

It was cocked,

in front

showed themthe rifle with the spent
showed themthe hole in the plaster.
It's a funny thing, but |
It just dropped right there. |

Ford was trying to get

into Uncle Henry's "T"
j erking
"T s" were
new
the one on Uncle

Uncl e Henry was as

up to Uncle Henry's place.

As | went into the stairwell |

picked it up, you know
I't was

and it had a hair

It was just a mracle it wasn't pointed at

of me. | put the rifle back and

Harrison took no notice and continued on up the
told my Mother what
told him Harrison didn't

happened. She didn't believe ne
bel i eve me either.
in the chanber
Then

remenber bei ng

round

don't

never

Grandma Fl orence and Henry Ford as told to ne by ny

the Railroad Conpany to neke a

connection at Escanaba. As the Conpany already had 4 ports of call on

that side of the lake and with only 4 boats they felt they already had a

full

Menoni nee,

pl ate. Anyway,
whi ch was bad enough.

arranged for

getting to Escanaba in the winter was harder then
Ford canme to Frankfort one day and

the carferry No.4 to take him and his entourage to

Escanaba. Grandnma was first cook and ny Mther was cabin maid. The boat

left Frankfort
engaged ny Grandnot her

between the galley range and the pantry. It

Henry stood in this,

to the other door jam There was plenty of

in the norning. M.

in conversation.

Ford came back to the galley where he

There was a | arge passage way
was |ike a door way and

| eani ng agai nst one side and his armacross the top

room for Florence to pass by

hi m and under his arm She was preparing dinner and anpng ot her things

she was preparing pies for the oven.

every which way to get
one.
time. |

his share at neal

According to my Mot her,

one of those pies.

guess she just

he tried

Even of fered her $5.00 for

She told himthere was just enough to go around and he woul d get

couldn't be bribed. Can you

imagine telling sonmeone |like Henry Ford he couldn't have sonething he

want ed, in that
nmeeting with the city fathers.

di sappoi nt nent for

Theron Haas

February, 1995

Ludi ngt on

day and age? He went
The whole trip nust
him He didn't

carferry's never stopped at Escanaba.

get

ashore in Escanaba and had a
have been a big

all the pie he wanted and the

Flashback To The Past

By Sandra M. Black

FROM SANDHI LL SAVAGE TO REAR ADM RAL
S| GVAL BERNHARDT JCOHNSON

Sigval Bernhardt Johnson was born on June 15,
He was the first born child of Bernt Sakarias

Wi tehal I, M chi gan.

1886 in

Johnson and Petrine Gesine (Gabriel sen-Thonpson).

The Johnson family moved to South Manitou Island in

approxi natel y 1888 where Sigval

lived until

he enlisted in the

Li fe-Saving Service. The Coast Quard records show he enlisted in

1904 at the age of eiahteen.
Rogers in Frankfort,
Howar d, and Ber nard.

Besides Frankfort,
G and Haven, Pentwater,
W sconsi n.

I'n 1908, Sigval
M. The Johnsons had three sons -

nmarried Dora Allie
Roger,

Sigval's duty assignments took him to
Mchigan Qty,
H's specialty was in |ife-saving stations.

I ndi ana, and Green Bay,
He joined as

a surfman and worked his way up through the ranks.

During World War I,
a tugboat in New York Harbor,

Chief Warrant Officer Johnson,
where one job was tow ng ammunition

commanded

barges to ships to be | oaded for overseas transit.

After World War I,
G eat Lakes,

boats enforcing the Vol stead Act.

CWO Johnson was transferred back to the
having charge of the life boat station and patrol
This Act was known as the

Prohi bition Enforcenent Act to stop snuggling of liquor into the

United States from Canada.

In 1937,

Admiral Johnson was transferred to San Francisco,
California, and placed in charge of all
the coast fromthe Oregon border to Point Arguello,

Coast Cuard actions al ong
Cal i fornia.

During World War II, Admiral Johnson was operations officer

of the Twel fth Coast Quard District.

He was responsible for

setting up beach patrols and | ookouts and pl anni ng def ensive

neasures along the entire central

and northern California coast.

Rear Admiral Johnson retired from active service in 1946. He
pronptly becarme active in formng the County Board of Harbor

Conmi ssi oner s,
"M . Harbor Commi ssioner.
Coast si de El enentary School
Beach, California.

San Mateo County Harbor District.
He al so served three terms on the
District board of trustees,

He was known as

in Mss

Rear Admiral Johnson died on January 25, 1968 at the age of

81l. At the tine of his death Admral

Alie, had
Frankfort;

Who woul d have ever thought that a Sandhill
Mani tou | sl and woul d becone a Rear Admiral,

Submitted by Sandra

been married 59 years. Admiral

M.

o R
Sigval B. Johnson as a Surfrman at the bow
of boat in summer whites.

1906

Theodor e Thonpson, Sigval

(Thompson) Black
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Johnson and his wife,
Johnson was buried in

Johnson,

Savage from Sout h
U. S. Coast Cuard!

Ber nt

Dor a

Johnson



